Prevalence of antibodies to Borrelia burgdorferi in European bison (bison bonasus) from Białowieza Primeval Forest.
To estimate the prevalence of antibodies to borrelia burgdorferi in European bison from Białowieza Primeval Forest, a total of 79 serum samples were collected from April 1989 until December 1994. Specific antibodies to B. burgdorferi antigen were assayed using inhibition ELISA. Borrelia antibodies were possibly present in 16.4% of examined bisons (inhibition between 20 and 30%). However, higher level of antibodies, over 30% of inhibition, was found only in two animals: no. 382 and no. 273 (2.5% from 79). European bison may be a host for B. burgdorferi and this may have implications for epidemiology of Lyme borreliosis in the areas were bisons and ixodes ricinus coexist.